Advisory Council on Mental Illness

Meeting Minutes

November 13, 2010
Members Present:  Dwane Hight, Patricia Degnan, Jeff Patton, Elmer Cerano, Joel Berman, Regina Allen, Mark Reinstein, Sally Steiner, Brian Wellwood, Ben Robinson, Arlene Naganashe, Malisa Pearson, Clayton Straseske, Shareen McBride, Colleen Jasper, Kathy Haines, Kristen Taylor, Jane Reagan, 
Members Absent:  Jamie Pennell, Connie Gibson, LaTrice McCants, Kerin Scanlon, Jocelyn Vanda
Others Present:  Karen Cashen, Jennifer Stentoumis, Karl Kovacs, Stephen Batson, Steve Wiland, Theresa Randleman, Kathy Haines
Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order by Jeff Patton at 9:35 a.m.
Introductions:  Committee members and guests introduced themselves.

Minutes: 
Sally moved/Regina seconded approval of minutes.  No corrections. Minutes approved.

Department Updates:

Patty – No additional significant cuts to General Fund for CMHSPs in FY11, but they are still dealing with the $40 million cut from FY10.  It looks like there will be additional savings from the retirement incentive as more people took the early out then anticipated.  Many MDCH staff members are retiring.  There will be changes within the Department.  Patty is retiring. The Council thanked her for her service to the Council and Department.
Elmer stated that the legislature going out left a huge deficit for the new governor and legislature to address.  There could be additional cuts in FY11.

Current ACMI appointments expire the end of December.  Patty wants to get the appointment letters to folks for re-appointment as soon as possible to get them to Janet O.  There is a new DCH Director coming in and that person possibly could change appointments if they wish.  In the past, ACMI council members have not offered resignations because of a change in administration.
There was a briefly discussion on how changes in the administration may impact the Department and the Council.

Jennifer – No one from Children’s Division is retiring.  Other updates will occur in the Implementation Report discussion.

Peer Review Update 

Patty reported that Michigan participated in a video conference peer review of the FY11 MHBG application on Nov. 4th.   The plan was approved with no modifications.  This was the last year of a three year plan.  The peer review was very successful, and we had a chance to update the federal review team on our successes and challenges.  The review team asked some good questions.  The FY12 application will begin a new three year cycle of the block grant. 
Brian indicated he liked the video conference option.  Jeff felt that the review team was pretty supportive of the things Michigan is trying to do.  Jeff indicated that he has previously met with the new SAMHSA director and has reviewed the direction that SAMHSA is going.  There is obviously a changing role for SAMHSA with the initiation of healthcare reform.  SAMHSA is concerned that states will not have the capacity to institute health care reform.  Mental health, especially community mental health providers, needs to pay attention to how this is evolving.  SAMHSA has a PowerPoint out now explaining the eight strategies that SAMHSA is using to approach healthcare reform.  The new director was very interested in Michigan’s use of peer support specialists.  She is also very interested in a wellness approach and integrated treatment.
Patty reported that the state was asked to submit an addendum to the FY11 MHBG Application outlining how the state is using their block grants, both MH and Substance Abuse, to prepare for health care reform as well as how the entire state’s MH and SA services are preparing and modifying.  Once again, there is a large emphasis on integrated care and recovery.

Dwane spoke about his experience of his agency building their peer support program using block grant dollars and his experience with the recovery movement and how valuable that is.

Jeff indicated that mental health has been kind of left out of the electronic medical records and the health information exchange included in health care reform.  Elmer wanted to point out that in our quest for efficiency we don’t want to lose the human element.

Patty reported that the addendum is due December 3rd and will be shared with the ACMI.  There was an option for a joint MH/SA addendum, but MDCH will be submitting separate MH and SA addendums.

Joel reiterated that he has also benefited from the recovery movement.

FY10 Implementation Report
Patty reviewed the narrative sections for the adult services.  A suggestion was made to add a recovery council update to the ACMI agenda and vice versa.
Jeff asked about a recent letter sent by the Department to CMHSPs regarding being able to use general funds for prison inmates (which seems to contradict the Attorney General’s opinion that CMHSP general funds cannot be used to serve prisoners in jails).  Jeff suggested that this item remain on the radar of the ACMI.  Elmer indicated that this is also on the radar of his agency.  A discussion ensued about different approaches to diversion and services to individuals involved in the criminal justice system.  Patty paused her report so that the DHS staff could give their presentation.

DHS Presentation – Sherri Bailey and Erica Ferrell from DHS made a presentation on the Youth Services Division and other Medicaid Services.  A power point and brochure were provided.

FY10 Implementation Report cont.

Patty continued reviewing the adult services narrative.

Jennifer reviewed the children’s services narrative.

Kathy Haines gave an overview of the data dilemma DCH is facing.  The data reported in the Implementation Report is only estimates at this point.

Karen hit the highlights on the adult performance indicators and discussed some of the challenges of reporting data without a full year of data.

Jennifer hit the highlights on the children’s performance indicators.

Kathy Haines reviewed some items on the URS tables.
Joel moved, Regina seconded the approval of the Implementation Report.  Report approved.

The council voted to submit a letter to accompany the Implementation Report that indicated they had the opportunity to review the report and make comments.  Karen will draft the letter for Jeff’s signature.

New Term Appointments

Please let Theresa Randleman know if you are willing to serve another two year term on the ACMI.

New Officers

Brian Wellwood volunteered to be the Chair, he is currently the Vice Chair.

Official election of officers cannot occur until the Council is officially appointed.
Dwane expressed interest in vice chair position.
Shareen indicated that she would be the secretary – with DCH staff as back up

2011 Meeting Dates and Location

Proposed meeting dates are February 11, April 1, June 10, August 12, November 16
Location tentatively is the same (CEI).
Public Comment
There was no public comment.
Announcements
Sally spoke about the federally funded evidence-based dementia projects – over 500 caregivers participated in the regional caregivers’ project; there is also a project for caregivers of veterans with dementia that served over 85 caregivers and veterans. This is more than any other project nationwide.  Michigan has been invited to speak at the national meeting on these projects.
Mark Reinstein spoke about the mental health parity bills; they died on the House floor without a vote.  The Autism Parity bills may be making it to a vote.

Arlene shared that Northern MI Hospital is closing its inpatient psychiatric unit.  It was a 14 bed unit and it is closing permanently unless something drastic changes.  It was a hospital financial decision.  The closest beds for adults are now in Traverse City, Alpena, or further away.  CMH staff is also housed in that building.

Brian shared that the Annual Self-Help Support Group Conference occurred on August 24 with over 100 attendees.  There were workshops on poetry, art, peer support, and facilitation of support groups presented.  Alpena and Gladwin are opening new drop-in centers.

Patty thanked the current ACMI officers for all their hard work.
The Council thanked Patty again for her service.

Arlene’s grandson is collecting money for the homeless shelter again this year.

Meeting Adjourned  

Regina moved to adjourn; Brian seconded; the meeting was adjourned at 2:45 pm.
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