Advisory Council on Mental Illness

Meeting Minutes

February 12, 2010
Members Present:  Regina Allen, Elmer Cerano, Patricia Degnan, Dwane Hight, Dennis Hart, Arlene Naganashe, Jeff Patton, Jamie Pennell, Jane Reagan, Bill Tenant, Ben Robinson, Kerin Scanlon, Sherri Solomon, Sally Steiner, Clayton Straseske, Jocelyn Vanda, Brian Wellwood
Members Absent:  Joel Berman, Jessica Leese, Janet Irrer, LaTrice McCants
Others Present:  Bill Tenant, Karen Cashen, Jennifer Stentoumis, Theresa Randleman, Ruth Morad, Alyson Rush, Crystal Collier, Phil Royster, Laura Vredeveld
9:35 am Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order by Jeff Patton.
Introduction:  Committee members and guests introduced themselves.

Approval of Prior Meeting Minutes: Regina moved to accept the minutes. Sally seconded. The minutes were approved.
Block Grant Planning for FY 11:  Patty Degnan – There was no Block Grant RFP issued for FY10; RFP for services for FY11 will place emphasis on supporting services for non-Medicaid eligible people.   There are internal discussions on whether funding will go to CMHSPs or PIHPs.
Funding for Supported Employment was made available starting April 1 to PIHPs that have not received block grant funding for this evidence-based practice previously.  Each project will last for 2 years and will receive $140,000 over the 2-year period.
Jennifer – A FY 11 children’s RFP requiring community collaborative sign off will go out by the end of February. 

Jeff – comments: this issue of routing block grant sends a big message to system, and could be sending out a mixed message.  If we send RFPs going through PIHPs – DCH is sending the message that consolidation is the way they are going.

Elmer states the more the department can lean toward consolidation that’s good. He thinks it’s a good message to send out.

Elmer – it seems like the youth are on the pipeline to the criminal justice system – is there a way to divert those kids from the correctional system using state funded projects?  Jennifer stated that some of those projects continue to screen and they can offer a diversion program using block grant funds.  The goal is to identify them before they get into the system.  

Jocelyn asked if any block grant dollars are being spent on refugees like Native Americans.  Patty indicated that applications for services for special populations are always encouraged and that funding is given each year to Inter-Tribal Council.
Department Update: Patricia Degnan
It is hard to say at this point but the anticipated reduction in general fund may be less that anticipated. 

Jeff states: 3% increase in Medicaid – 65M; reduction in general funds 1% - 3.5M;

Sherri says it appeared that the 1% was shifted to other services

Jeff - state hospitals, purchase of service increase 5% increase on state facility side

25% reduction in adults benefits waiver – $8M ** $40M reduced to $32M

Overall $11M reduction for CMHSPs
New ABW is in Medicaid line and may be why the increase

Children’s waiver increased by 7% - $1.5M increase

OBRA – nursing home – 40K increase

Mental Health Court programs not in line item [note these are funded now grant funded]
Children’s no increase or decrease 

Overall in Mental Health there is a 2% increase

Substance Abuse 7% reduction in community block grant – $5M reduction

State disability program was eliminated $2M – $7.3M that is out of budget

Multicultural services – reduced to $5.5M

Overall net increase of 2% for mental heath and substance abuse together
Jeff – a small group from the ACMI met with a number of legislators.  Overall, the meetings were productive; Dwane was very instrumental.  Both Dwane and Jamie’s daughter spoke; Dwane departed the meeting hopeful.  Sherri comments that the public testimony is March 11 – suggests a pre-meeting.  Jeff asked if Mark can pave the way.  Sherri thinks that she and Mark should stay back.  More discussion followed.
Patty addressed the MOE waiver approval process for FY09; we will also need to request a waiver  FY10.
A new charter is being created for the Practice Improvement Steering Committee.  We are looking at fidelity and sustainability of evidence based practices.

Jennifer shared some information from Sheri Falvay.  The Childcare Expulsion Prevention Program, a mental health collaborative effort between DHS and DCH, was eliminated from the FY11 DHS budget. This is a big loss to early childhood services in Michigan.  Jennifer provided a handout on the program. The family driven youth guide is finished and Mike Head would like to discuss it at the MACMHB spring conference.  It should be out for public comment soon.  The Parent Support group had its first training last week; there will be two more series of trainings; three more sites added to SED waiver – DHS is selecting communities.
Waiting List Draft Guidelines – Laura Vredeveld

The Standards Group - handouts and power point provided

5-way partnership

Will provide link to Board Association site for PDF of this packet

Elmer moved that the ACMI get some advice to Janet O. regarding Waiting List Guidelines.  Elmer motioned; Dwane second, Motion Approved.

Elmer will draft a letter and send it to the council for review. Sally suggested that the Mental Health Commission Report on Waiting Lists ideas be included. This will be on April agenda.
Recovery Counseling - Phil Royster did a presentation on the Recovery Council with a handout on his personal experience and the council.

Work on TA Priority Items (Groups): Theresa passed out a list of ACMI Members and groups that they are associated with. It was decided to break into the two groups but will first finish the agenda items.  TA Break Out groups reported back to the whole Council.  Two items should be a standing meeting item.

Agenda items for April 9 Meeting: 
· Review Elmers draft letter / waiting list guidelines

· Niecey Pennell give a presentation and record it

· RFP

· Updates from breakout groups

· Waiting List Letter to Department

· Maybe have Dwane do his presentation and record it

· On all future agenda: Child services, trends, etc.

· Veterans issues – General Cutter

· Mental Health Awareness Month – May

Announcements:
Sally – Office of Aging has a coordinated project with the Veterans Administration to keep aging veterans at home with community services. She will share a one page summary of the project with council members.

Jocelyn –31 of 53 county DHS directors are in the group being targeted in proposed retirement incentive; can only hire back a portion of those who retire.  DHS hired a medical director due to a lawsuit. She is helping DHS look at the use of psychotropic meds.

Shawn Bennett has contacted several ACMI members regarding forced medication. He has also had several conversations with DCH staff, including with Karen and Mark Keilhorn.  It was suggested that Mr. Bennett contact his legislators with his concerns.

The meeting adjourned at 2:40 pm.
2010 Meeting Schedule:

April 9, Friday [note this meeting had to be cancelled]

June 11, Friday

August 13, Friday

November 17, Wednesday

All meetings will be held at CEI CMH Office in Lansing
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